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The kindred phenomena of " the fixed idea, " "hysteria," "epilepsy," 
" double consciousness, " etc., are due to analagous disturbances in cor- 
tical coordination with sundry local complications. 

The relation of consciousness to such states is obscure. In some it 
undoubtedly exists ; in some its existence is questionable. 

If the occurrence of telepathic phenomena be admitted, they must 
be explained rather by the conveyance of suggestion by some means at 
present unrecognized than as proving the existence of some unknown 
force in the operator constraining the subject to perform acts against 
his own will. 

Alonzo Boice, Secretary. 



SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 



The University of Kansas has issued six numbers of the " Kansas 
University Quarterly." The Natural History articles so far published 
are as follows : — Kansas Pterodactyls, pts. 1 & 2, by S. W. Williston! 
Kansas Mosasaurs by S. W. Williston and E. C. Case ; Notes and 
Descriptions of Syrphidse by W. A. Snow ; Notes on Meliteria dentata 
aDd the Sclerites of the head of Danais arehippus by V. L. Kellogg ; 
Diptera Brasiliana pts. II & III; the Apioceridse and their allies, and 
new or little known Diptera by S. W. Williston ; The Great Spirit 
Spring Mound and the Delicacy of the sense of taste among Indians 
by E. H. S. Bailey ; Notes on some Diseases of Grasses by W. C. 
Stearns ; Kevision of the genera Dolichopus and Hygroceleuthus and 
new genera and species of Psilopmse by J. M. Aldrich. The Quarterly 
is well gotten out and reflects much credit upon the University. 

Professor Hermann A. Hagen died in Cambridge, Mass., Nov. 8th, 
1893. He was born in Konigsberg, Prussia, May 30, 1817, and 
received his M. D. from the University there in 1840. Later he stud- 
ied in Berlin, Vienna, Paris and other European cities. Meanwhile 
he devoted considerable attention to entomology, and in 1843 published 
his first paper " Prussian Odonata " This publication gave him con- 
siderable reputation. In 1843 he returned to Konigsberg, entered on 
the general practice of medicine, and for three years was first assistant 
in the Surgical Hospital. From 1863 until 1867 he was Vice-Presi- 
dent of the City Council and member of the school board. He became 
acquainted with Louis Agassiz, who invited Prof. Hagen to leave 
Germany and come to Cambridge. Prof. Hagen accepted the offer 
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and became assistant in entomology at the Agassiz Museum. In 1870 
he was made Professor at Harvard. Since that time Professor Hagen 
has kept his connection with the Harvard University, and for years has 
been one of the most famous men in the University. Professor 
Hagen's contributions to the science of entomology have been of great 
value. He received the honorary degree of Ph. D. from the Univer- 
sity of Konigsberg in 1863, and in 1887 Harvard conferred upon him 
the honorary degree of S. D. His publications include more than 400 
articles, of which the most important was his "Bibliotheca Entomolo- 
gica, " published in Leipzig in 1862. 

The stratigraphical collection of Canadian rocks on exhibition at the 
Columbian Exposition, Chicago, has been catalogued by Mr. W. F. 
Ferrier. The collection comprises 1500 specimens, and illustrates all 
the formations known to occur in the Dominion of Canada, from the 
Laurentian to the Pleistocene. As the collection is very complete, 
geographically, it is proposed to incorporate it with that already in the 
Museum of the Canada Geological Survey and thus form an unrival- 
led series of the rocks of Canada. 

Erratum in note of a paper by Mrs. E. G. Britton, on page 826, 
line 24 from top, the sixth word should be disproved. 

Albert F. Woods, Assistant in Botany in the University of 
Nebraska, has been appointed Assistant Pathologist in the Section of 
Vegetable Pathology of the Department of Agriculture in Washing- 
ton. 

" Briefly describe the heart and its function or work. " Ans. " The 
heart is a comical shaped bag. The heart is divided into several parts 
by a fleshy petition. These parts are called the right artillery, left 
artillery and so forth. The function of the heart is between the lungs. 
The work of the heart is to repair the different organs in about a half 
minute. " 

" What are metamorphic rocks ? " Ans. " Rocks that contain met- 
aphors. " — London Globe. 



